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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

An Afternoon of Music
On November 19th The
Silver Threads and The
Trio (Bev Hopwood,
Mike Kalyniak &
Kathleen McConnell)
entertained us.
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17th - Children’s Christmas Programme 10:30
18th - 3 o’clock Prayer - 2:45 pm
19th - 7 o’clock Prayer - 6:45 pm
20th - Advent Lunch noon
24th - Christmas Eve Day Service10:30 am
- Christmas Eve Service 7 pm
th
26 - Meal On The Hill 12:00 pm

November:
27th - 3 o’clock Prayer - 2:45 pm
28th - Meal On The Hill 12:00 pm
29th - Advent Lunch - noon
- Rockwood Service 2:00 pm
December:
1st & 2nd - Cantata 7:30 pm
2nd - Santa Claus Parade
3rd - Communion 10:30 pm
- Cantata 2:00 pm
th
4 - Ladies Christmas Lunch
6th - Advent Lunch @ DPC noon
8th - Night In Bethlehem 7 - 9 pm
10th - Cantata 2:00 pm
12th - Meal On The Hill 12:00 pm
13th - 10 o’clock Prayer - 9:45 am
- Advent Lunch 12:00 pm
- CECL meeting 2:00 pm

January
9th - Meal On The Hill 12:00 pm
- Trinity Meeting 2:00
th
10 - Abbeyfield Service 2:00 pm
16th - 7 o’clock Prayer - 6:45 pm
17th - 10 o’clock Prayer - 9:45 am
20th - Scottish Luncheon ???
23rd - Meal On The Hill 12:00 pm
24th - Rockwood Service 2:00 pm
29th - 3 o’clock Prayer - 2:45 pm

Visiting Ministry: During the months of November and December our visiting team
sends a Christmas card.
Visiting Schedule: Nov./ Dec: Doreen Weaver & Don McNaughton
Jan./Feb: Marlene Lough & Pauline Nixon

Flowers: Our Flower ministry reflects the beauty of GOD’s
creation.
Flower Schedule:
December: Bonnie McIntyre & Rose Patterson
January: Catherine Breen
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One day, when I was reading my Bible,
one particular verse jumped out at me:
“Then the Lord said to Jacob, “Return to the
land of your father and grandfather and to your
relatives there, and I will be with you.” (Genesis
31:3)
After reading that, I felt peace about
going to university and knew
immediately God was calling me back to
Canada for the time being. I have been
accepted into the University of Alberta
where I will be majoring in Linguistics
and minoring in Russian and Ukrainian
starting January 2018. I’m sad that in a
few months I will have to say goodbye to
the beautiful country that has been my
home for the past few years, but look
forward to being close to friends and
family once again. I believe that I will
return to Ukraine one day and continue
serving there, but until then, I know
God has planned some amazing things
in Canada for me and I’m excited to
find out what they are! I would really
appreciate your prayers as I get ready to
go back to Canada and transition back
to life there, saying goodbye to friends
who have become like family and
entering into a new season as a full time
university student.

Abby Dewar
This August marked 2 years of being on
staff with YWAM Kyiv and it has been
an amazing 2 years! I have learned and
grown and gained so much experience,
something that I am incredibly grateful
for. As you may already know, I am coleading this DTS, however I will only be
here until mid-December. Last summer,
I realized I only had one year left with
YWAM Kyiv before I needed to decide
to either continue on here, or move on
to something else. So I began to pray
about what God had planned for me
after my 2 year contract finished. For a
while I began to think about studying in
university but wasn’t sure whether it was
the right time or not, and I really love
Ukraine and wanted to continue serving
here. I prayed a lot about it and finally
gave it into God’s hands, trusting that
He would speak to me at the right time.

continued on page 4
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Abby Dewar
continued from page 3

and obedient to the Holy Spirit in all that
we do
Thank you for all the support, prayer and
encouragement over the past 2 years. I am so
grateful to have such dedicated people in my life
who really care for me and all that I am doing
in Ukraine.
Blessings,
-Abby Dewar ❤

Here are some more prayer points to keep in
mind:
• For a great start to the DTS
• That God would take me deeper in my
relationship with Him in the next few
months especially
• For us as a staff team to have wisdom,
unity with one another and be sensitive

Advent Lunch
The Durham Ministerial is once again pleased to offer to the community our
annual Advent Lunches and Services.
Time: 12 noon - 1:00 pm
Date
Nov. 29

Location
Foursquare Gospel Church
Speaker: Rev. JoAnn Todd
Durham Presbyterian
Speaker: Rev. Tessica
Hackshaw
Trinity Anglican
Speaker: Pastor Kevin
Lewis
Knox United
Speaker: Fr. Francis Hubilla

Dec. 6
Dec. 13
Dec. 20

Freewill offering will be split between the Durham & District Food Bank and
King’s Kids.
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Memorial
Carl Hansen passed away November 16th there will be a private
family memorial service
Baptisms
On Sunday October 29th
Parker & Lawson sons of Katlin & Curtis Hutchinson
Hucksley son Emily & Braden McGregor
New Faces
On Sunday mornings, you may see some new faces. Why not stop and say “Hi!” and
find out who they are. Better yet, invite them downstairs for coffee then sit and chat
for a while.
Farewell
We said farewell to Marjorie Smith who has moved to live with her daughter. They are

Used Postage Stamps
In this season of receiving your usual Christmas
cards, please continue to collect all your used postage
stamps and bring them to D.P.C. They will be
forwarded to the Leprosy Mission. Thanks very
much.
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remotely as he finishes up a few things
on the new website.

Rebecca & Daniel
In our last update we told you of our
plans to step out of official "ministry" for
a time so we could get to a place
financially to be able to prioritize our
health again. We've both been applying
to countless jobs and a week ago, Daniel
got a job. This is a huge blessing. Thank
you for praying with us! Daniel will
begin work this coming Monday with a
company in Port Orange, about 40min
from where we live. He's been busy
transitioning out of his role with the
mission and Rebecca has been busy
taking care of everything related
to relocating as we are moving closer to
where Daniel will be working.

Thank you!
We feel so blessed to have you in our
lives, thank you for sticking with us
through your prayers, notes and support.
It means the world to us and we're so
grateful for each one of you.
Giving:
Since Daniel is working we will no
longer be in need of financial support. If
anyone would like to continue giving to
our coworkers instead please let us know
and we'll be glad to suggest some names.

Our mailing address is:
Daniel & Rebecca Laubacher
1000 East First St
Sanford, Florida 32771

There's a lot to do to wrap things up at
the bookstore. Daniel has migrated the
old bookstore site to a new platform and
updated many of the products so they
can be offered as digital downloads. This
makes them easier to purchase for
people overseas. After starting his new
job, Daniel will still provide support
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Ross & Joyce
Aitken

Ross and I met in the early 1980’s. We were both
single parents.
He was a full time farmer with four children, Kim, Bruce, Tammy and Rodney. They
were all baptised in Holstein Presbyterian Church.
At the time I had a full-time job in Owen Sound and was a member of St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church with Rev. Fred Miller. I had two young children, Jennifer and
Andrew, who were baptised in Owen Sound.
In 1983 Ross and I married and put two families together. We were truly blessed as our
families blended and are supportive of each other. Our kids were all members of Holstein
Presbyterian and were very much involved in junior choir, Sunday School and Young
Peoples.
In 1999 we suffered the tragic loss of our youngest son Andrew at 21 years of age, in
Red Deer, Alta.
We sold our farm in 2000, and built a house on a lot off the farm. Then in 2011 we
decided to down-size and found a little bungalow in Neustadt! Our family gatherings keep
growing and we now number twenty-five. Now we are enjoying the adventures of our ten
grandchildren. To complete our family are four special people, Michelle, Brian, John and
Sara.
It was approximately ten years ago we were looking for a church when we found D.P.C.
We feel very much at home here and find great strength in Rev. Jim’ s uplifting messages.
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McCulloch Watson Funeral Home

extend a personal invitation to you
to attend our annual Memorial Candlelight Service.
This service is held in loving memory of those
who have passed away and it is a time for
reflection to honour the lives that have
graciously touched ours.
You are invited to attend

Friday December 8th 7:30 pm
at Knox United Church
RSVP by December 1st
519-369-3837
mwfh@eastlink.ca
Refreshments will be served following the service.
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The correct pronunciation isn’t Xmas,
rather it’s “chi”mass. It is a perfectly
legitimate abbreviation for the word
“Christmas”, just as “Xian” has been used
as an abbreviation of the word Christian.
I hope this helps you understand where
the term comes from. And with this out of
the way, I trust that you will have a joyfilled and peaceful Christmas.
It’s hard to believe that once again we
are making our journey through Advent
and heading towards Christmas. As we do
people are once again feeling miffed at the
term Xmas.
Let me assure you that the word Xmas
is neither new, nor disrespectful to Christ
or Christmas. There are two common
misconceptions. 1) some believe that the
“X” is an attempt to cross out Christ from
Christmas; and 2) the “X” represents
Christ because it looks like a cross.
The use of “X” is as old as Christianity
itself. It is the Greek letter “chi” (which
looks a lot like the Roman letter “X”) and
was used by Christians as a way of secretly
identifying themselves to other believers.

God’s richest blessings to you this
Christmas
Rev. Jim

The Board and Session,
would like to wish you
a Merry Christmas,
and pray that you will enjoy
all the best
of this wonderful season ...
the warmth of friends,
the love of family
and the joyous surprises that
Christmas brings.

Merry
Christmas
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A Journey To
Christmas
Centuries ago, people found themselves
suddenly swept up in a journey that they
hadn’t looked for and didn’t feel qualified
to be a part of.
Guided by ancient prophecies, wise men
from the East found themselves following a
mysterious star in the heavens.
Shepherds, outcasts of society and the most
unlikely of characters, stood in a field
illuminated with the light that beckoned
them to the city of a legendary king.
Two poor, nondescript Jewish villagers were
visited by angels and entrusted with caring
for the long-awaited Saviour. All of their
journeys converged on the town of
Bethlehem, at a humble stable, in a manger
where Jesus was born.
No one expected Jesus to come the way He
did, and they certainly didn’t think they
would be involved! God’s journey in
coming to us became the greatest story ever
told. He loves to write amazing stories, and

if you are willing to take an unfamiliar
path, He will write a story with your life.
Will you go on a journey this Christmas to
experience hope, love, joy, and peace? Find
the greatest gift in the most unexpected
place.

“For unto us a child is born, to us
a son is given, and the government
will be on His shoulders. And
He will be called Wonderful
Cou nsell or, Mi gh ty G o d,
Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
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