Volume 9 Issue 1

Spring 2017

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Phone: 519-369-3349

Inside this issue
~ Coming Events
~ Church Family
~ Pastor’s Thoughts
~ Visiting/Flowers
~ Christmas 2016
~ Ring Those Bells!
~ Missionary Moment
~ A Moment In time
~ Rummage Sale
~ Canada 150 events
~ Annual Report Review

dpc@eastlink.ca

Maundy
Thursday in
the United
Kingdom
Maundy Thursday also known as Holy
Thursday, falls on the Thursday before Good
Friday. It commemorates Jesus last supper and
the initiation of the Eucharist.
What Do People Do?
Maundy Thursday in the United Kingdom
features the monarch offering Maundy money,
or Royal Maundy, to selected senior citizens –
a man and a woman for each year of the
monarch’s age. The monarch presents them
with a red and white purse during the service.
The red purse traditionally contains an
allowance for clothing and provisions and the
white purse holds Maundy coins to match the
monarch’s age.
Many services, particularly in Catholic and
Anglican churches, are held in the evenings.
They may involve the blessing of oils used for
sacraments.
Services on this day usually
reflect on the story of the Last Supper.
The service also looks at the story of Jesus
washing the disciples’ feet. Priests may wash
the feet of some church members reflecting
this event.
continued page 3

March:
5th - Communion
8th - Lenten Lunch 12 noon
8th - Abbeyfield Service 2:00 pm
9th - Session Meeting 7:30 pm
12th - Daylight Savings Time
14th - Meal on the Hill 12 noon
14th - 7 o’clock Prayer 6:45 pm
15th - 10 o’clock Prayer 9:45 am
15th - Lenten Lunch noon
19th - Guest Rev Dave Nicholson
22nd - Lenten Lunch noon
27th - 3 o’clock Slot 2:45 pm
28th - Meal on the Hill 12 noon
29th - Lenten Lunch noon
April:
5th - Lenten Lunch noon
6th - Ladies Luncheon 12 noon
6th - Session Meeting 7:30 pm
7th - Cantata 7:30 pm
8th - Cantata 7:30 pm
9th - Palm Sunday
- Cantata 2:00 pm
10th - Trinity Ladies 2 pm
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11th - Meal on the Hill noon
11th - Knox United Spring Lunch
20th - Rummage Sale 3 pm- 8 pm
13th - Seder Supper
14th - Good Friday 10:30 am
- Cross Walk 1:00 pm
16th - Easter Sunday
18th - 7 o’clock Prayer 6:45 pm
19th - 10 o’clock Prayer 9:45 am
24th - 3 o’clock Slot 2:45 pm
25th - Meal on the Hill noon
May:
7 th - D.P.C 162nd Anniversary
9th - Meal on the Hill noon
- Trinity Ladies 2:00 pm
10th - Rockwood Service 2:00 pm
11th - Session Meeting 7:30 pm
14th - Mother’s Day
16th - 7 o’clock Prayer 6:45 pm
17th - 10 o’clock Prayer 9:45 am
23rd - Meal on the Hill noon
29th - 3 o’clock Slot 2:45 pm

Maundy Thursday in the
United Kingdom continued

Background
It was a tradition for the
monarch in England to wash the
feet of the poor (which the
Yeoman of the Laundry prewashed) and kiss them on Maundy
Thursday. This custom took place
in England until 1689. It can be
traced back as far as when kings in
France performed this act as early
as the 11th century. The first
English king to perform the feetwashing ritual was John after his
excommunication. The number
of paupers was 13 until Edward
III, who changed it to the number
of years he reigned.
The monarchs showed little
enthusiasm for washing feet after
the reign of James II but giving
gifts of food and money remained.
One silver penny would be given
to one poor man and one poor
woman for each year of the
sovereign’s age. Food and clothing
were also handed out to the poor.
It is, to this day, customary for
England’s monarch (king or
queen) to distribute Maundy
money on Maundy Thursday
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Queen hands out 90th
birthday coins
In 2016 the Queen handed out
commemorative Maundy coins in
a traditional royal service at St
George's Chapel at Windsor
Castle.
Ninety men and ninety women,
(for her 90 years), were presented
with the coins in recognition of
service to the Church and
community. This was the first time
the service had been held at St
George's Chapel since 1959.
Each person received a red and a
white purse. The red purse
contained a £5 coin,
commemorating the Queen's 90th
b i r t h d a y, a n d a 5 0 p c o i n
commemorating the 950th
anniversary of the
Battle of
Hastings. T he white pur se
contained one, two three and four
silver pieces adding up to the
Queens age.

This article was taken from the BBC
News article dated 24th, March 2016.

Church Family

This is a page giving information about our church family. Please
submit any happenings that you would like to share.
Deaths

Congratulations to Heather Eccles & big brother Logan
on the birth of Lila on February 6, 2017

Transfer of Membership

Welcome to Pat Morden who transferred her membership in February

Weddings

Robyn MacMillan & Ken Campbell were married on Feb. 4.

Deaths

Fred Noble & John Tyreman both passed away on January 20
Erika Oberländer passed away on January 22

Pancake Tuesday
We had a very successful pancake supper. We lost count of how
many people were fed. We do know that there were over 70, but how
many more we’re not sure.
Thanks to Cec for all his organizing and phoning. And for the great
team that did the cooking, serving and cleaning. A special thank you
to Wendy for cooking the
bacon and sausage.
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Let me give you a new command: Love one
another. In the same way I loved you, you
love one another. This is how everyone will
recognize that you are my disciples - when
they see the love you have for each other."
John 13:34-35
I want to thank everyone for your
prayers during my absence in
December. It was a strange feeling
not being involved in anything
during the month. I was thankful
that with Donna’s help I was able
to be part of the Christmas Eve
service, and then the Christmas Day
service.
I still experience some discomfort

however I have no pain in my left
arm, and my headaches are not as
bad.
I was encouraged by your love
and care for me, and the prayers
and concern from people in the
other churches as well. I think that
this is what Jesus was talking about
in John 13. This is the kind of love
that will make those outside of the
church jealous. As they see how
much we care for one another. It
may even move them enough to
hear the call of Christ.
So let’s pour out this love on the
sick, the hurting, and those who
grieve. But we don’t stop there, let’s
show each other this same love …
because this is how the world will
know that we are disciples of Jesus.
in Christ
Rev. Jim

Visiting Ministry:
March and April – Betty & Don Corbett,
May and June – Louise Breen and Darlene Hastie
Flowers: Life is a lovely garden, an ever growing thing. Where
thoughtfulness and kindness bloom like flowers in the Spring.
Flower Schedule:
March – Darlene Hastie
and Barb McCracken
April – Frankie Astley
May – Mary Zettler & Gerda
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Grierson

Just A Little Christmas The Children from Truth Seekers did a great job
again this year.

Christmas Eve Rev. Jim wasn’t able to be here for most of December,
but he managed to show up for Christmas Eve.
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Ring Those Bells!

As a member of the West Grey 150 Committee it
was suggested, through Donna Clark, that local
churches ring their church Bells at Midnight of
the start of 2017.
DPC stepped up to the plate and had a jolly team waiting at our church to
do the honours! Donna Clark, Kat & Wendy McConnell, Julie & Karen
Hoover and Jacob Thompson toasted the New Year in prior to Midnight
with sparkling grape juice...! Following this, they ably rang our bell 25 rings
each - totalling the 150! It could be heard clearly at my home...although I'm
not sure if any other churches took part.
It is hoped they assemble again on 31st. December...to ring out the Old
Year....culminating at Midnight
Dawn Erison

~7~

Missionary Moment

Daniel & Rebecca Launcher
Dear friends,
We often find it hard to write
about our work here. It seems so
little happens that we have nothing
interesting to say. Packing boxes and
filing paperwork hardly seems news
worthy. But we do miss you all and
would like to hear from you. I know
you feel the same about us.
Hopefully this letter will help us get
reacquainted at least a little.
This coming April will mark two
years of service at NTM HQ , our
initial commitment in serving here.
So we are spending a lot of time in
thought and prayer seeking God’s
leading in this area. Daniel is
pursuing joining one of the many
missionary orgs in the Orlando area
as a web developer/IT support. But
we don’t know anything for sure yet.
We are praying that God will
provide the opportunity. And we
covet your prayers for us in this
regard.
Our health has slowly and steadily
been improving as we’ve been down

here. As a result we’ve been
gradually becoming more active,
especially Rebecca. She has been
quite active in the community. She
has a plot in the local community
garden. You can garden year round
down here. It’s a real gardener’s
paradise if you’re into vegetables :).
Also, she’s been volunteering with an
organization that helps children who
are under the supervision of the
state. Her job is to see the child is
being well cared for and advocate
for him/her before the court until
the child is adopted. If you are
interested, the organization is
casaforchildren.org.
In his spare time, Daniel has been
working on learning web
development and bio-mechanics. If
your church website needs any work,
let him know he may be able to help.
…just kidding about the biomechanics.
Words alone cannot express
enough the debt of gratitude we
have to all of you who have faithfully
supported us through these past
years as we have struggled against
Lyme disease and even as our path
onward was shaky and uncertain.
When we began this journey we
certainly expected to be on the
mission field by 2014, yet here we
are in 2017, still seeking His
direction.
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Thank you all for sticking with
us, for your prayers, and for your
generosity towards us.

A Moment In Time

Daniel and Rebecca

P.S. This year NTM will be
moving from the building
pictured above to a more modern
facility less than a mile down the
road. This is a huge praise for the
mission as this move has been in
the works for a few years now.
Please pray for a smooth
transition to the new building.

The reader, who desires the details
of the issues involved and the
actions taken throughout the
Church, is referred to books such as
“Yet Not Consumed” by the late
Rev. Dr. Stuart C. Parker. It is
sufficient to say that the continued
existence of this congregation is due
to those who, because of their
convictions, decided to remain
Presbyterian.
The history of this Church since
1925 tells in some small way the
faith, the loyalty and the sacrifice
that went with their convictions. In
them, named and unnamed, and to
those who throughout the past 100
years put first things first and have
been so zealous in their service of
the Church.
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We did really well with selling
items that are needed by the less
well-off within our Community
AND clearing out our homes to
boot! As we have had quite a winter
let's hope many of us spent the
snow days inside sorting out even
more to donate to this coming
Rummage Sale on April 20th.
There is still time to look things out
- smile! Most of the left overs are
forwarded to Canadian Food Banks
For Children and Helen and Bill
McMeekin and myself gather up as
much as is practical for their needs,
then we get it down to the nearest
Depot in Waterloo. Please feel you
can come and visit them when I
next go! The volunteers there are
quite the committed bunch!
Much more of left-overs from the
Rummage Sale; those items that are
unsuitable for Missions, are donated
to Diabetes Clothes-Line - who
collect from my home. These
include, breakables or electricals, of
j u s t a b o u t a ny t h i n g, ' f a n c y

shemancy' clothing and footwear.
Other things, in smaller amounts
are donated wherever they can be
of some use - coffee mugs, and
toiletries to Evangel Hall Mission.
The lists go on - smile! I love a
challenge - if in doubt - just ask
me.....
I have wandered from the
path...smile! Please hunt for your
unwanted stuff that can be donated
to our Rummage Sale, coming up
in April, and remember....although
we do NOT take electronics you
CAN donate your unwanted/
broken electronics (even as small as
a T.V. remote) to Eckhardts Shell, or
Home Hardware...Home Hardware
also take your used AAA, AA, A
batteries for recycling. Thank you
and your children and
grandchildren will thank you too!
Dawn Erison

A huge Thank You to those who help with the
many sales that we put on.
Rummage Sale 2016
~ $ 687.35 ~
Christmas Bazaar 2016 ~ $3,428.00 ~
Scottish Luncheon 2017 ~ $2,400.00
Sunday, April 30 Ayton Historic Fashion Show
2:00pm Arena Hall October - tentative
- community church service
- recognition of prominent citizens
Saturday, July 1 - Durham 3:30 pm - parade
after parade - happy birthday - ball diamonds with
dignitaries and children singing games for children,
youth, adults - music - Easy Street, Second Glance
- till fireworks
- “Dicky Bird” show for children - arena - Lantz
food cart - ball diamonds - 5:00-7:00 - chicken BBQ - arena - fireworks dusk - ball diamonds
Decorating Contest - home, farm, business, church
- information from Donna Clark to register
Saturday, July 15 Neustadt Family Fun & Village History Day
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are very small after all – smile!
Thank you

Little plastic tags from your
m i l k b a g s a n d m a ny o t h e r
products……please do not stop
collecting these – smile! They have
been going via C.N.I.B. to
countries where there are people
who are blind. They are used as an
aid for teaching the concept of
basic math; addition and
subtraction, multiplication and
division. Once these concepts are
fully understood, those who are
blind can begin to grasp other
math concepts…most importantly
the handling of money; which
gives independence, and an
understanding of earning a living
to build a future for those afflicted
with vision problems. The route I
had to pass them on has now
broken down due to age/health
concerns. I am endeavouring to get
further information, or set up a
network myself. I continue to
gather and hold onto all those
already collected….they sit in my
hall closet in the meantime, as they

I continue to collect unwanted
s p o r t s a n d a c h i eve m e n t
trophies. They are taken to New
Awards in Waterloo., where they
are cleaned and refurbished,,…
including a new engraved plaque
and are donated to Special Needs
projects and Special Olympics
where our special ladies and
gentlemen can receive
achievement trophies for their
efforts in sports, and other events.
Please keep gathering the white
paper that comes around your
flyers…This is for ME…..well
actually for my pet bunnies litter
trays – Thanks. smile!

Blessings Dawn E.
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On Sunday February 26, we held our annual meeting following the
Worship and a Potluck Lunch. There were 33 people in attendance
representing 21 families.
It was agreed that we ask Bill Zimmerman to audit our church books for
2017. Dave Breen agreed to review the financial reports of the various
groups in 2017.
Thanks was given for Darlene Hastie, who once again retired from the
Board this year. We need to add one more person to the Board of
Managers, so we would ask you to think about helping us out.
Art Eckhardt was elected to replace Bev Patterson on the Board of
Trustees.
2016 saw a deficit of - $2,584.51, this was due in part to a few unforeseen
expenses that came up through the year. The Refugee and Mission fund
which was started after last years Annual Meeting is now sitting at $265.
Once again, we accepted an allocation of $6000 for Presbyterians Sharing.
As we looked at the Budget for 2017 our attention was drawn to two
important matters that needed to be done. First we were required to reduce
the size of our gas pipe from 3 inches to 2 inches. This came with a price
tag of $2200. The second matter was after a fire inspection we are required
to do some electrical work which will cost in excess of $1600.
In light of the two major projects, and to tie in with Canada’s 150th,
Wendy suggested and everyone agreed that we have a fund raising dinner in
the fall.
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Location
March 8:
March 15:
March 22:
March 29:
April 4:

The Durham Ministerial is pleased to offer
our annual Lenten Lunches and Services.
Time: noon until just before 1 pm. We will be
rotating between 5 of our churches, so refer to
the chart below for the hosting church. A
freewill offering is taken to support the
Durham Schools Breakfast Programs.
Speaker

Knox United Church
St. Peter’s R.C.Church
Trinity Anglican Church
Durham Presbyterian
Foursquare Gospel Church
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Rev. Jim Johnson
Fr. Jeff Oehring
Pastor Gladys Foster
Rev. Tessica Hackshaw
Rev. JoAnn Todd

